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In order to thoroughly understand our system of playing the Ukulele by the aid of diagrams 
a careful study of the following pages is essential. 

(For detailed instructions see "The Ukulele as a Solo Instrument") 

G 
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gd 2d 1st String 

E 

Do Me 

A 

La 

Nut 

HOW TO STRING THE UKULELE 

1st fret 

EXPLANATORY 

24 fret 

3d fret 

4th fret 

5th fret 

Observe that the strings are numbered from right to left 

For the 1st and 4th strings use Banjo third strings, gut 
For the 2d and 3d strings use Violin"E" strings gut. 
The above selection of strings is generally satis factory, 
this is however largely a matter of taste. 
If a deeper quality of tone is desired, try the following 

For the 1st and 4th strings use Violin �E" strings. 
For the 2d and 34 strings use Violin "A" strings. 

METHODS OF TUNING 

Obnerve the diagram above, and notice that, 
The 1st string is tuned to "A'above Middle"C'on the piano 

The 24 string is tuned to"E"above Middle"C'on the piano 
The 34 string is tuned to Middle"C"on the piano 
The 4th string is tuned to"G"'above Middle"C'on the piano 

BY FRETS 

Tune the 34 string to'C'using a pitch pipe or any instrument (where there is no instrument 
available, tune the 34 string as low as possible to produce a good tone.) 

Stop the 34 string at the fourth fret, this gives E"the proper pitch of the 2d string. 
Stop the 24 string at the third fret, this gives "G'the proper pitch of the 4th string. 
Stop the 4'h string at the second fret, thbis gives "A' the proper pitch of the 18t string. 

BY EAR 

If you häve ever studied singing, the syllables, do, mi, sol, do are familar and it will be found 
easy to tune in this manner; The #V string is'do the 2d string ismil the 4th string is'sol' and 
the 18t string when stopped at the third fret is upper"do" 



THE UKULELE FINGERBOA RD 
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A careful study of it wilIl be of great assistance. 
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A 12th Fret 
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This diagram shows all the tones which can be produced upon the Ukulele. 
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THE UKULELE FINGERBOARD 
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This diagram shows all the tones which can be produced upun the Ukulele. 

A careful study of it will be of great assistance. 
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The Comnmon Stroke is made with the tip of the forefinger which strikes, down and up. a 
cross the strings. 

THE STROKES 

The Roll Stroke, down, is made by striking down across the strings, using all the fingers, 

which are held about one inoh apart. Commence this stroke with the little finger. The rest 
follow in their order in one continuous motion. 

The Roll Stroke, vp, is a reversal of the roll stroke down. 

The Tremolo is the common stroke, down and up, played very rapidly and smoothly. 
The Pick, this as the name indicates is done. by picking the string or strings as in playing 

banjo, guitar eto. 
There are almost unlimited combinations but the above are the fundamental strokes and will 

be indicated as shown below. 

The stroke indications as given throughout this folio are intended as suggestions only and 
the individual performer should use their own taste and judgement. Obviously, however the pick 
must be used wherever indicated, 

INDICATION OF THE STROKES 

3 

Common stroke down 

Common stroke up 
Roll stroke down 

Roll stroke up 
Tremolo 

Pick 

EXPLANATION OF DIAGRAM 

2 

EXAMPLE 

1 
3 1st String 

29 
4th 

) 

) 

The upper five lines is the staff as used in regular musical notation. The notes which are to 
be played are written for the benefit of those who have a knowledge of music, and to indicate 
the time. 

The lower four lines represent the four strings of the Ukulele, the topline being the first string 
The numerals above these lines indicate the fret at which the string is to be stopped. 
In the example above there are four chords which are played as follows 
First Chord� The figure 3, over the line which represents the first string, signifies that the 

string is to be stopped at the third fret. The figure 0, over the second, third and fourth strings 
indicate that these strings ure to be plnyed open, or not pressed down. 

Second Chord 18 string open; 20 string stopped at first fret; 3d string open; 4h string 
stopped at second fret. 

Third Chord 1st string stopped at second fret; 24 string stopped at first fret; 3d string 
stopped at second fret; 4th string open. 



2 

A short dash placed after a mumeral signifies that the tone indicated is to be repeated viz. 

3 

2 Will be written thus 

MUFFLED TONES 

A Muffled String is indicated by the character x 

EXAMPLE 

3 

To aid in locating the proper frets quickly it is a good plan to place some distinguishing 
marks upon the fingerboard. One of the simplest ways is to mark five small pieces of court 

plaster 3, 5, 7, 8 and 10 respectively and stick them back of the corresponding frets. In time 

these will become unnecessary and they can be removed easily. 

2 

2 

2 

Sometimes it is necessary to muffle a string so that it will not be heard. This done by rest 

ing the finger lightly on the string thereby keeping it from vibrating. 

0. 

3 

2 

5 3 2 

3 

9 

In this example the first string should be muffled by the little finger at about the fifth fret. 
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